
YEARNING FOR A BETTER LIFE 

Photo exhibition and program of events 

Based on the Letters to Eretz Yisrael by Janucz Korczak 



About the exhibition  

The exhibition is devoted to reflections about a person’s feelings who is forced to leave his 

motherland and his beloved work, knowing exactly that he will miss it in the other land. 

And at the same time, he’s dreaming about a possibility to get a new sense of life and continue his 

work in another place, which probably will give him new opportunities, where new unpredictable but 

desired life turns are waiting for him.. 

This exhibition is about yearning for a better life which was coming through in Korczak’s letters to 

Eretz Yisrael, which is common for many people who move from one world to another, from one culture 

to absolutely another, unknown; about yearning and dream, which can’t exist without each other, and 

sometimes are so tightly fused, that a person doesn’t notice it. 

At the core of the exhibition are imageries of Israel and Poland, places where Korczak’s had been or 

could have been, seen by Galina Zernina through the prism of texts by a great doctor, writer, educator. 

www.yearning.ru 

05.04.2016 – 17.04.2016 

Russia, St Petersburg, Anna Akhmatova Literary and Memorial Museum  

21.11.2015 – 22.12.2015 

Germany, Munich, European Janusz Korczak Academy 

The concept of the exhibition:  

Galina Zernina, Mikhail Epshtein 

30.10.2016 – 11.12.2016 

Germany, Berlin, Janusz Korczak Haus Berlin 

 



Structure of the exhibition 

• Introduction  

• Alone with Jerusalem 

• Dreams about Poland 

• Kibbutz Ein Harod 

• Particular people in a 

particular country 



Introduction 



Alone with Jerusalem 



Dreams about Poland 



Kibbutz Ein Harod 



Particular people  

in a particular country 



Friends of the exhibition 

Ilana BERNSTEIN, 

the keeper of the archives of 

the kibbutz Ein Harod 

Yitzhak BELFER, 

the pupil of Y.Korchak, 

Artist, Tel-Aviv 



Program of events 



 Musical performance 

«Melodies of yearning and hope» 

Participants: Rita TURETSKAYA, singer, songwriter 

and musical conception, Yuri RESHETNIKOV, reading, 

Eugene HAZDAN, composer and arranger, Ilya 

GINDIN, clarinet, saxophone, Maria GRIBKOVA, violin, 

Victoria RYSKINA, vocal, Oleg FIONIK, vocal. 

Sounded were "Letters to Eretz-

Israel" Janusz KORCHAK, Polish 

tunes and songs of cabaret 

Yu.TUVIM, songs of the Jewish 

ghetto, hasidic melodies, author's 

songs. 



"Dream. How to catch it through the prism of the lens?” 
 "Photo-workshop of Galina Zernina 

The workshop is designed for schoolchildren 8-10 grades. 

Participants of the workshop will do: 

- joint reflection on how to create an image in photography, 

- reading and comprehension of excerpts from classical 

books on the art of photography: S. Sontag "On Photography", 

A. Cartier-Bresson "The Imaginary Reality", A Lapin 

"Photography as ..." 

- experience to create a photo, where there is an image of a 

dream. 



The film of Andrzej Wajda "KORCHAK" 

The film of the famous Polish 

director about Janusz KORCHAKE, 

who directed the house for Jewish 

orphans in the Warsaw ghetto. Dr. 

Korczak refused to leave the 

children, even for his own salvation, 

and was killed with them in the 

Treblinka concentration camp. 

Comments from Mikhail EPSHTEIN 



We invite pupils of grades 7-10 to get acquainted 

with the books of Janusz Korczak "When I'm Little", of 

Richard Bach "The Seagull named Jonathan 

Livingston" and reflect on how it is to be an adult and 

not to forget how to dream. 

"When I  will be an adult"  

The  workshop of writing from Galina Zernina 



"In search of a children's kingdom"?  

Mikhail EPSHTEIN's lecture about Janusz Korczak and Stanislav Shatzkiy 



Is it possible to live without a dream? 

 To children about Janusz Korczak 

What does a person dream about? 
What does a person dream about when he is fifteen? The students of 8th grades of our school together with the 

authors of the project "Yearning for a better life" tried to find answers to difficult but important life questions. 

Pupils of the 8th grade of the 279th school shared their impressions after the visit.. 

 "I returned home with a lot of impressions. The exhibition was 

amazing! Its organizers knew what they wanted to convey to us, and 

they succeeded! It is very nice to realize that there are still people 

who do not care, that they are obsessed with the idea, and nothing 

will stop them in its implementation. And Janusz Korczak is a person 

for whom I whant to be equaled. And even if we do not do half of 

what he did, we will at least not forget his feat. " 

  Tikhonova Anastasia, 8th grade 

"I was curious about the biography of Janusz Korczak and his 

book about the love of children. After the tour, I even read his 

biography on the Internet, looking for his books in the bookstore » 

Korenchenko Anna, 8th grade 

"With interest I learned about the books of Y.Korchak. I 

promised myself that I would definitely read them all. I was 

impressed with the video story about the school, which is 

considered with children and everyone lives by the general 

rules. I advise everyone to go to this exhibition and I myself 

would be happy to visit it again " 

Kolesnik Anastasia, 8th grade 

"A very unusual atmosphere in the museum made it 

possible to deeply immerse in the life story of Janusz Korczak" 

Sotnikov Egor, 8th grade 

"Everything I heard at the exhibition shocked me! I 

liked very much that we could openly express our 

thoughts. Each of us even shared his dream and received 

sincere support. Galina Zernina's photos concealed a 

secret meaning, which we gradually learned from the 

author. Some photos brought sadness, and some, on the 

contrary, inspired joy. Hanging envelopes from the ceiling 

with texts of Y.Korchak's letters we opened, read and 

thought over them." 

  Samusenko Olga, 8-a grade 

 



"Poets about yearning for a better life"?  

Poetic evening of the Galina GAMPER’s Literary Association  



"Between two cultures. Stories from Life " 
Playback Theater. Theater of spectator stories 

Playback is instant, like the picture. The spectator tells a 

story - the actors play it. Moments of our life ades revives on 

stage. And we look at ourselves, our feelings, actions, 

victories and defeats. Again we see those who helped us 

move on, sharing joys and sorrows, hopes and doubts ... 



The experience of a divided feeling 

Or Yearning for the lost common " 

Going to the exhibition with a teenager: how to become a Cultural Mediator.  

Master-class of Tatiana Klimova (Moscow) 

"Dreaming Boy" 
Loneliness 

Deep, gray 

Sit, be silent, dream 

Where is my place in this world? 

I am who I am 

"Rabbi" 
Wisdom 

Defenseless, aching 

Suffer, remember, believe 

Time is inexorable 

Hope and Light 

"Trees in the Rain" 
Spring city 

Smiling looks through the drops on the glass 

Drops turn into kidneys 

Kidneys cover the trees 

For the blossom of trees, the city is barely visible 

"Alley in the Kibbutz" 
Garden 

Light and hot 

Walk, watch, be silent 

The beautiful south is the birthplace of our ancestors 

Loneliness and freedom 

"A series of Polish photographs" 
Dreams 

Dark and calm 

Gust, rest, dream 

There is no getting there, but you can believe 

Confusion 

“Cinquains” on impressions 

From photos presented at the exhibition 



"I wish no one evil. I do not know how. 

 I do not even know how it's done" 

Meeting dedicated to the 25th anniversary 

St. Petersburg Janusz KORCHAK's Society 



Partners 



Command 

Polina Berezhnaya 

Svetlana Aleksandrova 

Galina Zernina 

Elizaveta Istomina 

Isanna Lurie 

Victoria Ryskina 

Stanislav Skibinsky 

Zhanna TVotskaya 

Alexander Tesakov 

Rita Turkish 

Fedor Chernin 

Alexander Epshtein 

Mikhail Epshtein… 

… 



Publications 

http://www.fontanka.ru/2016/04/07/

039/ 
 

http://relevantinfo.co.il/%D1%81

-

%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%BA

%D0%BE%D0%B9-

%D0%BF%D0%BE-

%D0%BB%D1%83%D1%87%D1%88

%D0%B5%D0%B9-

%D0%B6%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B

D%D0%B8/ 

 

http://mr7.ru/articles/129987/ 

 

www.yearning.ru 
 

https://www.facebook.com/event

s/1575405262750753/ 

 

https://vk.com/event118031990 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Europae

ische.Janusz.Korczak.Akademi

e.EJKA/posts/1112419318809362:

0 

 

http://akhmatova.spb.ru/events/?

from=2016-04-05&to=2016-06-12  

 

http://jkorczak-icct.com/?p=3702 

https://vk.com/event118031990
https://vk.com/event118031990


Contacts 

 

Janusz Korczak's Institute of Alternative Education 

alteredu@mail.ru 

www.yearning.ru 

Mikhail Epshtein 

epimisha@gmail.com 

 


